Draft on National Youth Policy of Bangladesh

1. Introduction:- 

1.1 In the nineties a national Youth Policy was adopted in Bangladesh Youth related issue were reflected in a very limited way in that policy. This Policy is not sufficient to cater the needs of the present day demand. Because in the meantime new dimensions have taken place in the socio-economic sector of the country and rapid developments have been achieved in the fields of science, technology and information technology. Overall globalization ideas also have encouraged to take new decisions for youth activities. Under the circumstances the existing youth policy has been and new updated National Youth Policy has been formulated. 

1.2 Youth is the most strong, self-confident, creative and productive force of any nation. They are the hopes and aspirations of a nation. Development of a nation is totally dependent on their spirit of work and urge of work. They have unbounded strength and innovative capacity. Economic, social, historical and cultural heritage of a country rotate by the courage, strength and intellect of the youth. Youths can demolish all evil forces of the society. They can uproot the source of all misdeeds. They can bring light of new dawn for humanity by wiping all weakness. It is urgently needed to utilize and manifest their power. 

1.3 Our national heritage is enlightened by the encouraging participation of the youth. The youths of the country actively played vital role in the language movement of 1952, liberation war of 1971 and in crises after liberation. In the light of the glorious part youths should be encouraged to create new instances of development in the future. 

1.4 In the interest of national solidarity youths should be properly encouraged by motivation, providing skill developed training and giving productive education. It is the urge of the time to create constructive mentality amongst the youth for their participation in the mainstream of national development. They are to be encouraged so that they can become a disciplined force with the responsibility of playing active role for socio-economic development and for their self-establishment. They are to be boosted up so that they can enlighten national culture and heritage. For these empowerment of youth is inevitable in all decision making processes. 

1.5 Unemployment is an intricate situation throughout the world. Many of the countries of the world are in very awkward position as they could not be able to engage their strength fully in employment. It is a share fact for Bangladesh including the undeveloped countries of Asia. There is paucity of land in Bangladesh, other than this there is less opportunity of employment. Migration of youth from rural to urban areas in search of jobs has deteriorated the situation adversely. In this respect it has become necessary to take up youth related steps in both micro and macro levels. 

2. Youth related information:- 

2.1 At present there are nearly 132 million people in Bangladesh out of which 1/3 is youth. Youths are estimated to be around 43 million. Youth labour has exceeded 57% of the total labour force. For lack of proper work facilities a major part of the youth force is out of the mainstream of national development process. 

3. Definition of youth:- 

3.1 Youths are recognized as a separate population group. Youth related issue have been considered deeply at the time of formulating this National Youth Policy. Presently youths are identified is resect of their childhood and corresponding changes of their ages. While defining youths stresses have been given to their physical components, statistics and socio-economic conditions of the society. The UN has recognized in the ages of 15-24 as youths. As per Commonwealth Youths are in the age between 15-29 years. Under the exiting National Youth Policy of Bangladesh, 15-30 years population has been considered asyouth. Considering all aspects in the present National Youth Policy population in the age group of 15-30 years has been defined as youth. 

4. Youth issues/Problems:- 

4.1 Education: Though there are ample opportunities for education in the country youths cannot get proper education for some barriers. Even some of them are to discontinue their studies in the mid of the courses.       

        

4.2 Employment: Acquired educational and technological knowledge of youths are in most cases not related to employment so they cannot get esteemed jobs. 

4.3 Training: As the training facilities are not available in the remote areas of the country so they cannot receive proper training. As a result the youths are deprived of getting employment. 

4.4 Health: youth cannot avail proper health services for there is no improved health care facilities in all the areas of the country. 

4.5 Environment: Youth are affected in may ways for deterioration and pollution of environment. 

4.6 Amusement: For education, poverty and other hindrances, youths are deprived of amusement opportunity. 

4.7 Sports and Games : Poverty, ill health and lack of sufficient sports grounds make barrier for the youths to expose their intellect and competency. 

4.8 Technology: Youths are deprived of the facilities of modern sustainable technological know-how and youth related information. 

5. Objectives of Youth Policy:- 

5.1 To create respect and awareness of the youths towards democratic principles, social justice and sovereignty of the state depending on the policies and values as stated in the constitution. 

5.2 To create opportunities of religious education for arousing social and moral values amongst the youth. 

5.3 To create awareness amongst the youth about the pride of cultural, historical and spiritual heritage of Bangladesh. 

5.4 To create awareness amongst the youth so that they can serve humanity by enlightening human values. 

5.5 To create appropriate opportunities with proper guidance scope of employment and entrepreneur-ship development for youths by giving them proper education and training. 

5.6 To encourage youths for self-reliance and to motivate them for employment. 

5.7 To assist the youths for self-dependent by providing skill development training and micro credit facilities. 

5.8 To motivate and encourage the youths through voluntary youth organizations to be engaged in social development and to organize and assist youth organizations for development activities. 

5.9 To ascertain participation of youth in all developmental aspects. 

5.10 To guarantee equal participation of both male and female youth in development steps. 

5.11 To engage the youths in literacy drive, disaster management, health care vaccination, tree plantation, family-welfare and environment development. 

5.12 To ensure HIV/AIDs and drug free society and to create proper environment for their health services. 

5.13 To encourage and engage the youth for participation in sports and games, debate, literary and cultural activities. 

5.14 To protect the youths from all kinds of social abuse, terror, oppression, torture and decay. 

6. Youth Programmes:  


6.1 To create employment opportunities for the youths irrespective of caste, creed, religion and geographical boundary and on the basic of justice and equality and guaranteeing the constitutional rights. 

6.2 To create concerted efforts in collaboration with government and non-governmental organizations to make available existing skill development training and self-employment facilities for all the youths in all corners of the country. 

6.3 To ensure equal distribution and utilization of available resources for the youths living under poverty line, attached with unemployment and who are not getting wide scope of existing opportunities. 

6.4 To encourage the youths towards labour and to make them confident on their energy. 

6.5 To take measures for representation of youth in all local bodies about their rights and responsibilities towards national development. 

6.6 To give loan amongst youths with easy terms and less interest for creating opportunities of self-reliant activities. 

6.7 To ensure youth representation in different steps for coordinating and straightening youth work. 

6.8 To ensure local development more effective through non-governmental youth organization these will be registered by the Department of Youth Development. 

6.9 To take measures for implementing youth activities. Department of Youth Development will provide grants to the voluntary youth organizations. 

6.10 To motivate the youth not to use drugs. 

6.11 To create better opportunities for youth self-employment in the rural areas and to prevent migration of youth from rural areas to urban areas. 

6.12 To establish equal rights amongst youth as per declaration of the constitution of social and economic inequalities of them. 

6.13 To encourage the youth to utilize modern technology by enriching them with scientific know-how. 

6.14 To enrich youth leadership qualities amongst the youth through imparting them training them training corresponding to the prevailing socio-economic aspects of the society. 

6.15 To co-ordinate all available resources of both governmental and non governmental sectors for self-development of youth as per their needs and aspirations. 

6.16 To create constructive mentality and outlook amongst the youth so that they play pivotal role play pivotal role toward making corruking free, fearless, non terrorist, crimeless and oppression free society. 

6.17 To encourage the youths for establishing traditional family and social values leading towards respect and services for the elderly people. 

6.18 To establish a youth information center with a view to help the youth about youth related activities. 

6.19 To introduce youth exchange programme inside the country and with other countries. The aim is to strengthen participation of youth in the spheres of activities of them by the acquired knowledge, experiences and technological know-how. 

6.20 To assist the youth organizations for better coordination; as and when needed; which are enlisted/registered with the Department of Youth development. 

7. Youth rights: 

7.1 To strengthen the existing aspects of production through planned economic 

strategy and to enrich the life style of the population in respect of physical and cultural values as per the provisions of the constitution and to ensure all these for the youths:- 

(a) To make provision of food, shelter, clothing, education, health care and other basic needs of life. 

(b) To establish the rights of labour and to ensure reasonable wage of labour in all fields. 

(c) To ensure the rights of reasonable and rest. 

(d) To ensure the rights as provided by the government in respect of social security, scope of employment, physical inability and illness when someone is window or orphan. 

7.2
To ensure equality of all kinds of facilities as provided by the state for the youth.              

8. Youth responsibility: 

8.1 To help the youth to become respectful towards national unity, social solidarity, agreement of opinion and law and order.  

8.2 To become able citizen of the nation having regular education, training and practice for their self development with creativity. 

8.3 To be responsible to protect all traditional, historical and cultural heritage as received from the ancestors. 

8.4 To create respectful mentality to serve the elders. 

8.5 To play active role towards making a society free from terrorism, social injustice, oppression, corruption and crime. 

8.6 Youths are to take active part in development process of the government and to help preserve industrialization, afforestation and tree plantation. 

8.7 To play vital role in extending creative education, to be trustworthy in recreational education. 

8.8 To act as the ambassador of national, regional and international development. 

8.9 To ensure the rights and interests of future generation by their deeds of the present time. 

9. Youth issues: 

9.1 Enriching the youths with the spirit of moral values. 

9.2 Equipping the youth with all information for their easy access to employment. 

9.3 Provide the youths with modern education and skill development training. 

9.4 Encourage the youth to come forward to be self-reliant availing the facilities as provided by government and non-government institutions. 

9.5 Motivation of youth for prevention of drug addition and health care services. Awareness building amongst youth about environment pollution. 

9.6 Giving rights to the youth for receiving all information concerning youth by establishing youth information and research center. 

9.7 Motivation of youth for spontaneous participation in social development by imparting them training in related sectors. 

9.8 Furnish modern facilities in rural area so that youths can choose development work. The aim is to stop migration from rural to urban areas. 

9.9 Provide necessary assistance for the development of cultural aspects of the nation for mental and spiritual development of youth. 

9.10 Ensure equal participation of both male female youth for better progressive development of the nation. 

10. Priority youth sector: 

10.1 Unemployed youth 

10.2 Disadvantage youth 

10.3 Drop-out youths from educational institutions 

10.4 Oppressed and derailed youth 

10.5 Mentally retarded youth 

10.6 Drug addicted youth. 

11. Implantation Strategy 

11.1 By removing obstacles to the way of self-sufficiency, use of sustainable technology of the day and supply of related information the field of self-employment for the youths shall be expanded and those should be patronized towards these aspects. 

11.2 Action shall be taken on the subjects relating to books and publications desired from experts and scholars concerned leading to spiritual and inner development of youths, their zeal for life and continuing values, growing their belief in the principles of patriotism and liberation war. Success stories of the youths coming out successful unexpectedly from the knowledge accrued from training shall be distribute at low price and free of costs in certain cases. 

11.3 Information based bulletins shall be broadcast through Radio/Television and other media with a view to abstaining the youths from un-social activities including drug addiction and to promote a mutual respect and patience among them. 

11.4 Employment oriented skill development training facilities shall each every male and female youth any geographical area and for that existing training centers shall be modernized including establishment of extra training centers. 

11.5 Voluntary youth organizations shall be encouraged and patronized to inolve the common people in planned industrialization, afforestation and tree plantation towards environment conservation and development. 

11.6 For resisting youth migration to urban areas need hased training programme and micro-credit facility shall be ensured for adopting suitable professions in rural areas. Besides, youth co-operatives and organizations shall be encouraged and assisted in producing marketing goods and services. Youth co-operatives shall be formed wherein there is no such organizations. 

11.7 Almost all opportunities shall given to the youths to be known to our culture and exercise that those jointly in view of making direct bridge between “our store house of enriched culture and vast heritage” and “youths”. 

11.8 Every female youth shall exercise the right to express her opinion in all respects including opportunity of equal education, health, reproductive health as special case and re-creative arrangements. 

11.9 Training progrmme shall be initiated relating to awareness building in connection with moral education and human qualities among youths for keeping them away from moral destruction and antisocial activities. 

11.10 To know and practice styles, love and compassion for man, social customs etc., almost all facilities shall be rendered to the youths through organizing regular training programme and workshop. 

11.11 Youth shall be skilled with the knowledge on technology, i.e., congenial for the age, education and  training. And this shall confirm best utilization of local resources to meet up present and future requirements. 

11.12 Regional and international peace, discipline and participation shall be accelerated through exchange of youth delegations among various nations, own knowledge and ideas, moral values, cultural heritage, experienced knowledge and technology, i.e., developed and suitable. 

11.13 To introduce greater opportunity is most essential for the youths for taking decisions in very step of life. In this view, necessary actions shall be undertaken. 

11.14 Appropriate directives shall be lightened in view of formulating and implementing youth related programmes by setting up information and research activities. 

11.15 An integrated information management system and computer communication shall country wide be set up and that shall play as helpful factor in preparing, implementing and monitoring plans and programmes. 

11.16 Action shall be taken in leasing government acquired marshes to the youth co-operatives formed with trained youths with a view to upgrading self –employment opportunities for youths. 

11.17 Non government voluntary youth organizations shall be involved in community development and those shall be patronized and financially assisted for running development activities locally. 

11.18 To make the youths self-reliant technical assistance, constancy services and right directives shall be given. 

11.19 To accelerate and popularize youth activities up to graass root levels, the initiatives of non-government youth organizations side by side of government initiatives shall be undertaken and inspired in implementing the same as auxiliary factor. 

11.20 Action shall be taken regarding training on national and international affairs, organizational workshops and seminars, delivering of constancy and appropriate directives. 

11.21 The trained youths shall be assisted towards productive activities and for this, supply of developed materials as required, marketing and assistance for expanding congenial expanding congenial technology will be ensured. 

11.22 To enrich the youth community with science based knowledge, modern technological and technical training needed for present days shall be emphasized. 

11.23 Non government youth organizations shall be recognized and these shall be patronized for coming up in all respects and given monetary grants basing on project proposals. 

11.24 Equal participation of both male and female youths in skill development training and self-employment programmes shall be ensured. 

11.25 Discrimination between rural and urban youths shall be diminished through infrastructure development and expanding all possible activities to village level.

11.26 Formation of a national youth council will be encouraged in non-government level in making co-operation among registered youth organizations of the country. The government will patronize this council. 

11.27 For coordinating, expanding and accelerating youth activities the existing youth training centers shall be extended and modernized as per requirements as and when necessary. 

11.28 Review and monitoring of National Youth Policy:                                 

National youth policy will be reviewed and made congenial after every five years in view of the changing requirements of the time. Ministry of Youth and sports, Development of Youth Development and National Youth Council shall take necessary steps for monitoring, implementing and re-viewing National Youth Policy. 

